
 

The Jesuit-Catholic College of Lagos 

Dear Members of the St. Francis’ School Community, 

APPEAL FOR SUPPORT AND WAY FORWARD FOR EXISTENT COVID-19 

GRATITUDE: I hope you are all faring well and staying safe. First of all thanks to all teachers 

who worked so hard to teach the Magis online in an unprecedented situation created by COVID-

19. Thanks to the Magis for quickly adapting to this “novel” medium of learning. I know it was 

lonely for many of them. Thanks to the parents who played important supervisory roles. May 

God bless and reward you all. 

BEST TEN 2020 UTME CANDIDATES: We received good news that Akakabota Fejiro of 

St. Francis Catholic Secondary School, Idimu, Lagos is among the BEST TEN 2020 UTME 

CANDIDATES out of 1.9 million registered candidates in Nigeria. He scored 352! We give 

thanks to God. Please join me in congratulating him. God bless SFCSS.  

APPEAL: The campus is empty, but we still do the needful to ensure that the Home of the 

Eagles is maintained. We cannot abandon the empty hostels, empty refectory, empty classrooms, 

empty labs, and sports arena. We want everyone to return to the beautiful home that they left 

behind on March 21, 2020. The cost of maintenance and renovation is depleting our meager 

resources. In addition to the stipends (instead of salaries) given to the teaching staff, we are also 

ensuring that our non-teaching staff have some stipends each month. Third term online 

programme was run at a financial loss, but my consolation is that the Magis were being prepared 

for a brighter future. I know that things are hard, but I am humbly appealing to parents, who may 

have the means, to donate to St. Francis Catholic Secondary School, Idimu, Lagos to support us 

in our pursuit of Jesuit quality education. Please send your donations to Union Bank 0037575222 

(St. Francis Catholic Secondary School). Please indicate the donor’s intention (scholarship, 

support of hostel life, support of school staff, improvement of I.T. technology, maintenance of 

infrastructure, horticulture management, to mention but a few). The donor’s intention will be 

respected. May God bless you abundantly. 

BUILDING CAPACITY AND CAPABILITY FOR E-LEARNING: COVID-19 has 

reformed pedagogy and moved it into a virtual environment. The “DNA” of our 21st century 

children is awash with digital technology. Online pedagogy is now an integral part of education. 

Confronted by the challenge of physical distancing due to COVID-19, we had no option but to 

adapt to this innovative way of teaching and learning. I know it has not been perfect for us. We 

encountered teething problems, and we need to keep fine-tuning. Let us be cognizant that when 

the coast is clear, time-honored style of education will not be the same again.  



While uncertainty looms, we cannot fold our hands and keep gazing for a return to normalcy. It 

is evident that we need to start a forward planning for the post COVID-19 pandemic. Going 

forward, there is a need for us to synergize campus education and virtual education. There is a 

probability of a second wave of COVID-19. In anticipation for that, SFCSS has a vision of 

strengthening the backbone of her online education and also creating a robust system of doing 

online pedagogy during the next academic year. With the support of parents and donors, we 

dream of providing standard educational tablets to all the Magis. The plan, God willing, is to 

ensure that each tablet is loaded with e-books and educational software packages necessary for 

the Magis to study, explore, research, calculate, and write computer based exams. Positively, we 

also plan to safeguard the tablets with features that will protect the Magis (minors) from 

predators and internet sites that are decadent.  

For the above vision to be realized, I appeal to all Parents of the Magis to fully support this 

dream—morally and financially. Besides physical notebooks, our fees for next academic year 

will include provision for customized digital tablets with educational and technological tools to 

enhance the holistic formation of the Magis and to prepare them for the 21st century. Things have 

changed; times have changed; and the era is changing. We will not leave the children behind. 

They need to be relevant for the future. If we reimagine the future, we will see the future alumni 

of SFCSS working in different types of work environments—milieus that are synergies or 

hybrids of physical work place and virtual work spaces. Teachers and parents are already living 

and working in this hybrid space. It will be much more sophisticated for our children’s 

generation. We cannot stop the natural evolution towards the digital world. E-learning and e-

assessment will also prepare the Magis better for standardized tests like American College Tests, 

UTME (JAMB), e-enrichment programmes, as well as equip them with leadership tools, 

entrepreneurship tools, robotics, and relevant artificial intelligence (AI) for the 21st Century. 

SFCSS needs funding to build capacity for e-learning. Our e-learning platforms also need to be 

updated. We want to procure more devices and equipment to facilitate e-learning. Part of our 

vision is to build two e-learning studios with large touch screens that will boost the learning of 

the sciences on-line. These will be physical studios, but they will be linked to the clouds. Our 

sister college Loyola Jesuit College Abuja recently created such a lab, and so we have the 

leverage of learning from their teething troubles. We need to be prepared for a second wave or 

even a third. Therefore, in the clouds, we also intend to design virtual Teachers’ Staff Rooms, 

virtual Administration Room, virtual Bursary Room, virtual Symphony Orchestra Room, virtual 

Psychological and Spiritual Support Rooms, virtual Personal Social Education (PSE), and virtual 

Physical Exercise Room, to mention but a view. While on campus, we want to secure internet 

connectivity for all teachers and students. We also want to design charging points in classrooms, 

laboratories, and staff rooms for students and teachers. 

ENVISIONING A RETURN TO CAMPUS, D.V.: Whenever we return to campus, we have a 

lot of gaps to fill. The online platform was devoid of science praxis, music practice, physical 

health education practice, and extracurricular activities, to mention but a few. Education was 

certainly not at its fullest, but we needed to prioritize our lives and health. These are things we 

will work at putting in place when we return. 

 There will be corrective measures with special attention to students on Red Alert. 



 There will also be educative measures with special attention paid to children who missed 

laboratory practical, Physical Health Education practical, Visual Arts practical, and 

Technical Drawing practical. 
 Last summer (2019), our staff had a workshop with a Jesuit doctoral student at California 

on Technology and Education. We intend to get further support from him and other 

technology experts as we transition into campus learning. Before next academic year, 

there will be targeted training for teachers on effective e-learning and assessment, D.V. 
 There will also be provision for group and personal counseling of students—after 

assessment of the children’s mental health by Jesuit Psychotherapists from the Loyola 

Centre for Hope, Surulere, Lagos. They will work in conjunction with the School 

Counselor and Form Teachers. 
 There will be special support measures for any student who may have been a victim of 

domestic violence and or abuse during the lockdown.  
 Similarly, counseling will be provided for the school staff in need of help. 
 We will get a team of experts to evaluate the competences and practical skills acquired by 

the Magis during the self-isolation or confinement period. 
 Based on new insight gained during the online pedagogy, our teaching staff will be 

further trained by ICT professionals to teach differently when the campus learning 

reopens. With the probability of a second wave of the pandemic, we need to be prepared 

to oscillate between campus learning and distant learning. 
 For the time being, our special educational programmes for the Magis like Internship 

Programme for the JS3, Citizenship and Leadership Programme for the SS1, and the 

Service Programme for SS2 are being reviewed for adaptation and renovation as we 

continue to face uncertainties. 
 Standards and procedures for school hygiene would be elevated. There will be stringent 

measures for all students, staff, and parents. We expect cooperation from everyone. 
 In addition to the antiseptic gel dispensers at St. Francis’ entrance gate, we are also 

planning to procure antiseptic gel dispensers that will be installed outside each classroom, 

staff room, and hostels—all subject to the availability of funds. 
 Before resumption, there will be thorough cleansing of the restrooms and school 

buildings. Special pressurized cylinders are being sought for ongoing fumigation against 

the virus and other pathogens. 
 A white or sky-blue mask is the recommended mask that students can use while in 

school. When the school is ready, it will make special school masks for sale to students; 

but for now, parents should please get preliminary masks (two pairs of sky blue and two 

pairs of white) for the Magis. 
 Activities that encourage congestion, like buying of snacks during break periods, may be 

suspended or spread out based on classes. Further communication will be made to the day 

students as to what kind of food they may bring as snacks if the school restaurant is kept 

closed. 
 Some common areas in the school, like the gymnasium or library will be regulated for the 

time being. 
 Group study in classrooms will be suspended for the time being. 
 If a student or staff tests positive to COVID-19 after SFCSS’ campus is reopened, the 

school may close immediately if further testing of a pool of students reveals further 

positive results.  



 A section of our sickbay will be carved out as the designated place for a temporary 

isolation of a student. In the event a student tests positive, his or her parents will be 

informed immediately.  
 In the event the second wave is worse than the first wave the school will close for a 

longer time, and we will have a lengthier distant learning. We cannot and we will not 

trade the indispensable lives of our children for their classroom education. Life and safety 

first! Additionally, the Jesuit Provincial may consider rededication of some buildings on 

our school campus as temporary quarantine facilities for Lagos if there is a severe second 

wave.  

END OF THIRD TERM ONLINE CLASSES: The marathon online classes for third term will 

be ending on June 26, 2020. Uncovered syllabus will be taught when we return to campus for 

completion of third term. The Minister of State for Health recently remarked that it is still unsafe 

to open schools. When the coast is clear, newsflash for a return to the Home of the Eagles for the 

completion of third term on campus will be made known. 

THIRD TERM FINAL EXAMINATIONS: The first and second continuous assessments for 

the third term took place online. From our data and analysis, the test procedures were generally 

successful—80% rating for first C.A. and 95% rating for second C.A. (N.B. this is rating of 

testing procedures from homes and not average scores). The first has been recorded in Campus 

Care. The second C.A. will also be recorded on Campus Care. As I mentioned in my last letter, 

there will be verification of C.A. results when we return to campus. I am aware that few students 

had glitches in some subjects during the computer based tests. For the benefit of doubt, the 

examination for the third term will be written on campus. This means our evaluation for third 

term will be a hybrid of online and campus assessments. 

HOLIDAY DELIGHTS AND EXTENSIVE READING TO BRIDGE GAPS: There will be 

holiday delights for the students. It is not just meant to keep the students busy, but to give them a 

head start as they prepare for the next level. They should also read extensively on all topics that 

were treated during the online lessons as well as all topics in their syllabus in order to bridge 

gaps that were created by the shortcomings of distant learning. The holiday delights will be 

published on our website if we determine that the return of the Magis to campus will be 

exceedingly delayed because of the pandemic. 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS: The external exams for SS3 and JS3 students are contingent 

on WAEC and NECO bodies. When the dates are announced, the SS3 and JS3 students will 

return to write these examinations. All the students should never relent in concerted preparations 

for these examinations. 

RESUMPTION DATE FOR 2020/2021: The resumption date for 2020/2021 will be announced 

after we get directives and guidelines from the Federal Ministry of Education and the Governor 

of Lagos. 

SCHOOL FEES: The school fees for the completion of third term and for next academic year 

will be sent through the children’s Google school email accounts. We appeal to parents to please 

pay for their wards’ fees as soon as the fees are published to enable the school to prepare 

properly for the return of the Magis and to make arrangements for uniform materials, books, and 



other consumables. We also want to beat the inflationary trend in the country. I count on your 

relentless support so that we are not caught off guard. 

RESTFUL AND PRODUCTIVE “VACATION”: The Magis have been going through intense 

mental work, albeit online, during this time of pandemic. We should also allow them to have 

some respite. The holiday delights should be paced rather than done at once. They should also be 

allowed to learn new skills or improve on their talents. They can learn a new musical instrument, 

improve on playing a musical instrument, read some good novels, learn to cook new dishes, and 

also find time to simply rest. 

PANDEMIC IS EXISTENT: Please let us continue to practice respiratory hygiene, physical 

distancing, and hands’ hygiene. The appetite for unnecessary travels should be smothered. If 

people do not move, the virus will not move. The COVID-19 pandemic is existent. 

May God bless and keep you all; may His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; and may 

He lift his face toward you and give you His peace (Numbers 6: 24-26).  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rev. Fr. Maduabuchi Leo Muoneme, S.J. 

School Administrator 

June 22, 2020 

 


